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Part of the rules for EC-PROGRAM-NOT-FOUND for CALL are under the CALL statement and another part (for program address identifer) are under the program-address-identifier section.

I suspect this was done because program not found rules for user-defined functions are under function-identifier.  Because there is no explicit statement for transferring control to a function, function-identifier is an OK place for those rules.  But there is an explicit CALL for program-address-identifiers and having the rules split between CALL and the identifier is an anomaly.  

This proposal integrates the program not found rules for program address identifier with CALL, presents the rules in a more logical order, corrects some punctuation, eliminates "cannot", and uses standard wording (… set to exist).

PROPOSED CHANGES:

1. Page 112, 8.4.2.12.3,  Program-address-identifier, delete general rule 4

2. Page 435, 14.10.4.3, CALL statement, general rule 3, b):

a.   first paragraph, second bullet, change in part to read:   "… being called, as described in 8.4.2.12, Program-address-identifier.

b.   replace the second and third paragraphs with the following:

"If the program being called is a COBOL program, the runtime system attempts to locate the program being called.  When the program-name is used for locating the program, the rules specified in 8.4.5, Scope of names, and 8.4.5.2, Scope of program-names, apply.  When a program-pointer is used for locating the program, the rules specified in 8.4.2.12, Program-address-identifier, apply.  If a program-pointer referenced by identifier-1 contains the predefined address NULL, the EC-PROGRAM-PTR-NULL exception condition is set to exist.

If the program being called is not a COBOL program, the rules for program-name formation and for locating the program are defined by the implementor.

If the program is not found or if identifier-1 references a zero-length item, the EC-PROGRAM-NOT-FOUND exception condition is set to exist.  If a program-pointer was used for locating the program, the value of the program-pointer is set to the predefined address NULL.

If either the EC-PROGRAM-NOT-FOUND exception condition or the EC-PROGRAM-PTR-NULL exception condition exists, no program is called and execution continues as specified in general rule 4h."

OPEN ISSUES:    None
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